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A GRAMMAR SCHOOL BOY AT WILLIAM AND MARY 

COLLEGE. 

During the colonial times the College of William and Mary embraced 
I. a Grammar School for scholars, in which Latin and Greek were the 
main studies. It had four classes ; II. A Philosophy School, in which 
there were two professors. This school prepared those who had passed 
the grammar school for the degree of Bachelor of Arts. The scholar 
became a student and assumed the cap and gown. Under the College 
rules of June 24, 1727, it required two years for B. A., but latter under 
those of 1758, it required four years for that degree ; III. A Divinity 
School. Such graduates as proposed to be ministers passed on to the 
Divinity School, in which there were two professors ; IV. There was, in 
addition, an elementary school for Indian children, to which white chil- 
dren of Williamsburg were also admitted. 

AH these schools were represented by their professors in the Faculty, 
or, as it was then called, the "Society." 

In 1779 the College curriculum was reformed by Mr. Jefferson, and 
with the view of the making the College the State University he caused 
the Grammar, Divinity and Indian Schools to be abolished and substituted 
departments of Medicine, Law and Modern Languages. 

The department of Medicine was conducted by the celebrated Dr. 
James McClurg, but was discontinued in 1783 when he removed to Rich- 
mond. It was the second school of its kind in the United States. The 
Law School continued till 1861. It was the first in the United States. 
The School of Modern Languages was also the first of its kind. It has 
continued, with some interruptions, till the present day. 

The Grammar School was revived in 1791, under its former pro- 
fessor, John Bracken, assisted by Humphrey Harwood, and in 1795 it 
had fifty or sixty boys and three teachers. It appears that Bracken was 
dignified at this time with the title of Professor of Humanity. 

Among the boys in 1792 was Henry St. George Tucker, 
son of Judge St. George Tucker, who, on March 8, 1790, was 
elected to succeed George Wythe, as professor of Law. Henry St. 
George Tucker was born December 29, 1780, and died August 
28, 1848. He entered, it appears, the Grammar School in 1792, and 
grathiatcd B. A. July 4, 1799. He attained great distinction, was mem^ber 
of Congress, President of the State Supreme Court of Appeals, and pro- 
fessor of Law at the University of Virginia, at the time of his death. At 
the same time his brother, Judge Nathaniel Beverley Tucker, was pro- 
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fessor of Law at William and Mary College. They were half-brothers 
of John Randolph, of Roanoke. John Bracken, master of the Grammar 
School, came to Virginia from England in 1772, and was made minister 
of Bruton Church, Williamsburg. In November, 1775, he qualified as 
Master of the Grammar School at the College. After his reinstatement 
in 1791, he continued head of that school till his election in 1812 as tem- 
porary President of the College for one year. He died July 15, 1818. 



Letters 

W^^burg, Thursday Evening, Oct. 18 
Sir, 

I am informed by my son Harry that he has not untill this 
evening been called up to say a lesson since Monday evening last. 
As I understand he is at present immediately under you. I should 
be much obliged to you to inform me whether such an omission 
of duty arises from accident or from such an arrangement of the 
classes as to render it probable that he may in future receive so 
small a portion of your attention, only. I would fain flatter myself 
the latter cannot be the case, but as I am unacquainted with the 
arrangements of the Grammar School your communications on 
the subject would much oblige 
Sir: 
Your most obed'. hble Servant 

St. Geo. Tucker. 
The reverend M"' Bracken 
First professor of Humanity 
in Wm & Mary Colledge. 

Oct. 19, 1792 

Sir, 

Tiie omission mentioned in your Letter has been occasioned 
by a variety of causes, to which accident ; casual inadvertence & 
some particular circumstance arising from the accession of a new 
class, & the different arrangement of another, have contributed. 
You will observe that, on Tuesday, the forenoon only is assigned 
to the Grammar School & the Pres' indulges the Boys with a 
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Holiday on Wednesday. Hence it inadvertently escaped me on 
Thusday morning that the lowest class had not been attended to 
on the preceding Tuesday 

I am Sir 

Your most obd'. Serv' 

John Bracken. 
[Addressed] St. George Tucker, Esq^ 

Williamsburg, June, 1793 
My dear papa, 

T now sit down to write you a few lines to show you my filial 
affection, and at the same time to let you know how we all are. 
Mama has given Brother Tudor and myself leave to go to a barbe- 
que which the boys are to have at college on Saturday, and more- 
over they are to run footraces. I have often wished to go to 
many places with the boys, but have said to myself. Would my 
papa like it? Would he do a thing his papa had bid him not to 
do ? And by asking that question I hardly want to go anywhere 
with them, since I am sure you do it only for our good. I am now 
reading Cicero which though very hard yet it is very pretty, and I 
am also reading that part of Virgil where the Trojans & Rutuli 
are engaged in battles : on the Rutulian side because Euryalus and 
Nisus two youths who were sent to Aeneas slew many of the 
Rutulian chiefs: who being enraged slew Euryalus, and Nisus 
slew himself seeing his friend dead. The Rutuli then cut off 
their heads and set them on long spears and then engaged in 
battle. 

1 have one thing now to tell you, and that is that poor granny 
has had a very sore eye though it is getting better. Adieu my 
Dear papa and believe me to be your affectionate and dutiful son. 

Henry St. George Tucker. 

P. S. Excuse this foolish scroll. 
[Addressed] The Flon""^ 

S' George Tucker Esq^ 

Richmond. 



